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Despite his pressure on automakers and some 
hires, employment declined across industry 


Phoebe Wall Howard Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When Fiat Chrysler announced its decision 
to move production of the Ram Truck plant 
from Mexico to Michigan, President Donald 
Trump tweeted praise for the company’s “very 
wise decision” and a promise of more to follow. 


But economic analysts note that the 2,500 
jobs Fiat Chrysler plans to create at the Warren 
Truck Plant lags the auto manufacturing jobs 
lost in 2017. 

And despite the significant development, 
announced Thursday, which FCA confirmed 
will lead to hiring in 2020, auto industry ana- 
lysts say many jobs will go to autoworkers 


whose jobs will have been elim- 
inated at other plants and also 
by shifting temporary workers 
into full-time roles. 

Kristin Dziczek, director of 
the Industry, Labor & Econom- 


President ics Group at the Center for Auto- 
Donald motive Research, said manufac- 
Trump turing data is more complicated 


now than ever because of the 
changing roles involving suppliers and auto- 


See AUTO JOBS, Page 7A 


Trump didn’t save auto jobs in 17 


“There were no big gains 
in auto employment in 
2017. And sales will come 
in below 2016. The num- 
bers are the numbers.” 


Kristin Dziczek, director of the Industry, Labor & 
Economics Group at the Center for Automotive Research 


A Dearborn coffee shop 
serves lessons on Yemen 


Owner shares his precious, 
delicious beans and stories 
from his war-torn country, 

a homeland of the beverage 


Hasan Dudar 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When you order a cup of coffee at Qah- 
wah House in Dearborn, you're ordering a 
lot more than a hot, caffeinated brew. 

Before being roasted in-house, finely 
ground and boiled in a raqwa pot at the chic, 
wood-accented digs at 6655 Schaefer Road, 
these beans embarked on a perilous journey 
that began in the mountains of Yemen, a 
country afflicted with hunger, blockades, 
and a war that has claimed thousands of 
lives. 

It’s a country that Qahwah House owner 
and Yemen-native Ibrahim Alhasbani 
wants his customers to learn about, a coun- 
try that he boasts is the “homeland for cof- 
fee.” 

“It’s not just about the coffee,” said Al- 
hasbani, who is hosting a grand opening on 
Saturday, after a soft opening in September. 
“It’s about ... Yemen.” 

Coffee was almost exclusively obtained 
from Yemen until about the end of the 17th 
Century, but three centuries later, most 
beans were produced in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, particularly Brazil, according to En- 
cyclopedia Britannica. 

Paul Toscano, coffee connoisseur and 
chief marketing officer at Joyride Coffee 
Distributors, says Yemeni coffee is rare in 
the U.S. and thatit’s a “time-honored debate 
in the coffee world” whether coffee originat- 
ed in Yemen or Ethiopia. 


See YEMEN, Page 3A 


na faa 


Owner Ibrahim Alhasbani, 35, weighs coffee beans Thursday at the Qahwah House in 
Dearborn. The beans come from his family’s farm in Yemen. PHOTOS BY JUNFU HAN/DFP 


“Every city in 
Yemen, maybe 
even from place to 
place, you'll find 
different style of 
coffee.” 


Ibrahim Alhasbani, 
owner of Qahwah House in 
Dearborn 


Mike Pierz and 
Daniel Comboni 
await a pot of 
pour-over coffee. 


As flu spreads in metro Detroit, 
hospitals banning young visitors 


Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Influenza cases are raging nationwide, fed- 
eral authorities say 20 children have died from 
the flu and 7% of senior deaths last month are 
blamed on this year’s virulent strain. 

All of that prompted metro Detroit’s Beau- 
mont hospital chain to take an unusual step 
Friday afternoon: banning visits from children 


under 13 until the flu season subsides. 

“We apologize for the inconvenience,” said 
anews release from Beaumont Health System, 
which operates eight major hospitals in south- 
east Michigan. 

“All Beaumont Health hospitals are experi- 
encing high volumes of patients with respira- 
tory viral illnesses, predominantly influenza,” 


See FLU, Page 5A 


Michigan is one of 46 states with widespread 
outbreaks of influenza, and some hospitals 
are taking action. DARRON CUMMINGS/AP 


Candice Diaz 
and Brad Fields 
are charged 
with murder in 
the death of a 
4-year-old girl. 


Accused 
mom was 


burned as 
a child 


Record: Sumpter Twp. 
mother charged in girl's 
murder injured in a fire 


Elisha Anderson and Ann Zaniewski 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Sumpter Township mother charged with 
the murder of her 4-year-old daughter, who 
was severely burned, suffered serious burns 
herself as a child, a court record obtained by 
the Free Press on Friday shows. 

Candice Diaz, now 24, was injured in a 
house fire that happened when her biological 
mother left Diaz with her alcoholic grand- 
mother, the record filed in 
2004 reveals. 

“The mother and a grand- 
mother had been jailed be- 
cause of injuries that oc- 
curred,” the document said. 

It didn’t say when the fire 
occurred or where, but docu- 
ments in the Wayne County 
Circuit Court file show the pa- 
rental rights of Diaz’s mother and father were 
later terminated. 

Diaz and her boyfriend, Brad Fields, 28, 
now face charges connected to the death of 
Diaz’s daughter, Gabrielle Barrett. They in- 
clude: felony murder, second-degree murder, 
first-degree child abuse and torture. 

Gabrielle died New Year’s Day, shortly af- 
ter authorities were called to the family’s mo- 
bile home and discovered the girl unrespon- 
sive and badly burned. 

She had bruises and burns over her entire 
body and her death was ruled a homicide, au- 
thorities said. 

“I want justice for Gabby,” said Julie Speer, 
a cousin of Diaz’s. “She deserves it.” 

Speer, who lives in Washington and never 
met Gabrielle, said she spent time with Diaz 
growing up and communicated with her as 
recently as Jan. 1, the day Gabrielle died. 

She told the Free Press that Diaz was 
burned from head to toe in the fire that oc- 
curred around the time Diaz was Gabrielle’s 


Gabrielle 
Barrett 


See BURNED, Page 3A 
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Weather 
High 20° X Low 10° 


Cloudy & cold. Forecast, 2A 


Inside today’s Free Press 


MSU seeks dismissal of lawsuits 


Michigan State is claiming immunity in 
the Nassar sexual-abuse lawsuits. 4A 


